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Local “Star Trek” fan James 
Cawley of Ticonderoga hits 
the big time with his long-
time obsession, winning a TV 

Guide Online Video Award for his lo-
cally produced “Star Trek: New Voy-
ages” on the Internet. He manages to 
attract original “Star Trek” stars to 
be the casts of his productions, from 
time to time, including the portrayers 
of Sulu, Uhura and Chekov. With this 
award, Cawley beat out such competi-
tors as the Sci-Fi Channel’s “Battle-
star Galactica,” USA Network’s “The 
4400” and “Afterword,” a $3 million 
animated series produced for My 
Space.com. “New Voyages” was filmed 
in the erstwhile Wheelock’s Garage in 
Port Henry.

4 Christy Demers, 39, of Malo-
ne has a bad temper, and she’s 
going to prison because of it. 
On March 3, 2006, she shot 

her boyfriend, Robert J. Gardner, 40, 
trashed his house and taunted him for 
40 minutes while he lay bleeding be-
fore calling for medical help. For this, 
she is sentenced to 3 1⁄2 years in prison. 
Testimony reveals she has beaten up 
boyfriends before.

5 Walter Dean Jennings, 
a freshman at Plattsburgh 
State, died in March 2003 
while pledging Psi Epsilon Chi, 

a fraternity the college did not certi-
fy, after members forced him to drink 
gallons of water through a funnel as 
part of their hazing ritual. The cause 
of death was swelling of the brain. 
Ten members and an alumnus were 
found guilty of various crimes associ-
ated with the incident and penalized, 
either with probation, community ser-
vice or both, and the students were 
expelled. In 2004, Jennings’s parents 
filed wrongful-death suits against 
all 14 participants, which all but one 
settled out of court. A State Supreme 
Court judge has ruled that the one, 
John Burnius, owes the Jenningses 
$400,000 in compensatory damages, 
$100,000 for wrongful death and $1 
million punitive damages. The puni-
tive damages are for “arrogant and 
uncivilized” disregard for Jennings’s 

life and well-being.
Dr. Gail Rogers Rice, who worked 

for North Country Community College 
for almost 40 years, the last 17 as presi-
dent, announces she will retire next 
July, provided the school can arrange 
for a transition at that time. College, 
government and community officials all 
express deep regret at the news.

6 
The Clinton County Legisla-
ture passed a measure in Au-
gust, and the State Legislature 
approved it, to increase the 

state sales tax from 73⁄4 to 8 per-
cent, effective Dec. 1 to help payers of 
the property tax. When Dec. 1 came, 
though, merchants, who have to col-
lect the additional tax, said they knew 
nothing about it. Many will have to 
come up with the cash to satisfy state 
collections.

The Lake Placid/North Elba 
Joint Review Board approves con-
troversial plans for a $6 million branch 
of the Adirondack Museum on Main 
Street in the village, dedicated to leg-
endary Adirondack surveyor Verplank 
Colvin. The controversy emerged from 
the design of the tall, glassy building, 
which was sent back to the drawing 
board several times before being ap-
proved.

7 
Ticonderoga’s International 
Paper Co. mill, with help from 
a state Empire State Devel-
opment Corp. grant, installs 

an $11.4 million machine to cut and 
package high-quality paper that pre-
viously had to be shipped out in rolls 
to be packaged elsewhere. Mill of-
ficials interpret the investment as a 
sign of IP’s commitment to its long-
term presence in the community.

The Lake Placid/North Elba Joint 
Review Board approves a large, 
though scaled-down, 31-unit condo-
minium complex for the Lake Placid 
Hilton Resort in the village.

8 
Pyramids Child Develop-
ment Center in Morrisonville 
files for bankruptcy protection 
and to reorganize under Chap-

ter 11 after being unable to pay work-
ers for five weeks because Champlain 
National Bank froze its accounts. The 

school, which provides state-mandat-
ed services to a total of 126 children 
with special needs, had been late on a 
loan payment.

13 
Renowned local sports-
caster, fundraiser, his-
torian, raconteur and 
optimist Mike Mannix 

finally has a bad day: He dies at age 
66 of the cancer he’d 
so inspirationally re-
pelled for a decade.

Lyon Mountain vot-
ers approve a $975,000 
bond to build a new 
fire station, but Kees-
eville, with a $5.3 mil-
lion proposal, is sent 
back to the drawing 
board.

Creation of a special Nexus lane 
was supposed to whiz frequent bor-
der crossers into Canada and back 
with minimal delays, but many trav-
elers say it isn’t working. Often, they 
moan, the Nexus lane is opened to 
all traffic during the busiest periods. 
A U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion spokesman blames the anomaly 
on construction that leaves too little 
queueing room.

14 
The North Country Cul-
tural Center for the Arts 
wants the deed to the 
Federal Building in 

Plattsburgh to complement the Strand 
Theatre, now under renovation, to cre-
ate an arts corridor downtown. Mayor 
Donald Kasprzak, however, notes that 
the city doesn’t own it yet and, even if 
it did, he’d be reluctant to turn it over 
free of charge to a non-profit to let the 
property remain untaxable. He’d rath-
er sell it to a private owner who would 
pay taxes. The Common Council votes 
with the Center for the Arts, 4-2, to 
hand it over. It will be a while before 
the matter is finally decided, though. 
Tenants aren’t due out of the building 
for another two years. On Dec. 19, a 
conflict of interest is charged as out-
going Councilor William Provost, who 
voted to give up the Federal Build-
ing, is a tenant of Center for the Arts 
President Sylvia Stack. Provost says 

his position was not influenced by his 
relationship with Stack.

15 Ticonderoga and Sch-
roon Lake Central 
earn big national honors 
by being named, respec-

tively, silver and bronze medalists in 
U.S. News and World Report’s nation-
al rankings. The magazine surveyed 
18,790 schools and awarded 100 gold 
medals, 405 silver and 1,086 bronze, 
so this was no lightweight achieve-
ment. No other schools in the region 
were mentioned.

American Legion Post 20 finds it-
self fighting for its life, as some shoddy 
bookkeeping has left the organization, 
the eighth-largest in the state, practi-
cally broke.

17 A Nor’easter breeds a new 
generation of North Coun-
try snowmen, with more 
than a foot of snow and ac-

companying winds, ice and low tempera-
tures the week before Christmas.

19 Byron Lagoy, 23, of El-
lenburg Depot is charged 
with assault after his 
7-week-old daughter, 

Jasmine is rushed to Fletcher Allen 
Health Care with critical injuries po-
lice say he inflicted.

20 
Mayor Donald Kasprzak 
says an audit shows pre-
vious Mayor Daniel 
Stewart owes the city 

more than $10,000 in unsubstantiated 
credit-card charges. He was running 
up bills for hotels and travel without 
turning in receipts, Kasprzak charges, 
inviting Stewart to provide the docu-
mentation or repay the city. Stewart 
says the Common Council knew where 
he was at all times and approved, and, 
besides, he brought in lots of develop-
ment revenue in his travels.

22 Peru Middle School, 
determined from test 
scores three years ago 
to be a school In Need 

of Improvement, escapes that desig-
nation thanks to hard work resulting 
in good scores in 2006-07. The desig-
nation is part of the federal No Child 
Left Behind law.


